Cody + Lauren

Hello
Thank you for taking the time to get to know us!

We can’t pretend to know the range of emotions you feel, but we would love to listen and
understand if given the opportunity. We know considering an adoption plan comes only
from love and selflessness, and we greatly admire your strength. We are honored that you
would consider our family for part of your plan.
We would love and treasure your child through all the joys and challenges of this life. We
want to help your child navigate this messy, beautiful world. If you choose to make an
adoption plan with us, we will respect you and honor the level of openness you desire.
You and your sweet baby are being covered in prayer every step of the way. We are asking
God to fill you with peace and comfort as you make your decision.

With love,

Lauren + Cody

Our Story. Our Life.
Cody and I met as children at church. We spent the next several years seeing each other
grow into young adults. In our twenties we began dating and after a year we were married.
Having known each other most of our lives, we expected marriage to be easy. However, we
found that we had lots of maturing to do. We both poured into our marriage and learned
how to value one another’s differences. We worked on communication and soon had an
amazing relationship. We have grown together in the past 14 years and can truly say that
it just keeps getting better. We genuinely love and respect each other and push each other
to be better every day.

Every love story is beautiful but ours
is my favorite.

Our
Why
We are adopting because
being parents is the greatest
joy we have ever known and
we felt called to add to our
family through adoption. I have
dreamed of adopting my entire
life. For a while, we thought our
family was whole, but God led us
down a new path, and we can’t
wait to see where it will continue
to lead us. Although we have
three biological children, we
never felt this was the only way
to grow a family. We are excited
about the opportunity to love
another child. Our primary goal
in life is to love God and love
others well.

Meet
by Cody

Lauren

Lauren is an incredibly loving person, with a huge heart. I can’t think of anyone else who
desires more to serve others. She puts God first in her life and her true nature and generous
spirit are evident. She continually puts others’ needs above her own. Lauren was a pediatric
nurse and utilized her skills through mission work where she found joy improving the lives of
others both physically and mentally. She continues this with her own family. How could I not
want to spend the rest of my life on this earth with someone like her?
We have the same sense of humor (mostly), and we laugh together a lot. Lauren is also very
intelligent, so our jokes tend to be pretty sarcastic, which keeps us connected as friends. She’s
my loving, funny, supportive, inspiring, and adventurous partner. I am truly a better person
because of her influence. And our kids are being molded into amazing people, which is no
coincidence. Lauren is an incredible wife, mother, and friend.
Our parenting is based on the belief that our children ultimately belong to God and He has
entrusted us to care for them. We try to live this out in our daily lives. While it is important to
tend to their health, education, and well-being, there is a bigger picture. We hope to guide
them to love Him.
She is an amazing wife and an incredible mother to our girls.

Meet

Cody
by lauren

Cody is funny, determined, and ambitious. He doesn’t settle and is continually striving to
know more and be better. Initially I was drawn to his witty sense of humor. When we were
teenagers, he was always the funny guy who was also really cute and kind. He loves his
family, unlike anyone I have ever seen. There is nothing on this earth he wouldn’t do for
one of us. When he gets home from work, his only goal is to soak up as much time with his
kids and me as he can. Our entire weekend is spent as a family. He wants nothing more
than to make me happy and for his kids to know they are loved and accepted. He loves to
camp and go to Disney World. Something he says all the time is “Choose where to fail,”
meaning you can’t have everything, and you can’t be good at everything, so choose what
to let go of and what is most important. For him, the important things have always been
striving to understand God more deeply and spending time with his family.
Cody enjoys planning themed date nights for the two of us. We’ve had a Harry Potter game
night complete with food, pumpkin juice, and music. We’ve had A Bug’s Life theme where
we ate themed food and watched the movie in a box. One time, I came home to a pirate
ship made out of cardboard in our living room (this was before we had children)!
Cody can be the biggest kid - in a good way. He plays dress-up, lets the girls paint his face,
plays Legos with them—anything they want to do, he’s doing it! When he walks in the door
after work, all you hear is “DADDY!!!” and little feet running to jump on him. I love that he
has such a fun side, but he is also fantastic at serious parenting issues. He is there to listen
and talk any time they need him. I truly have never met a better dad.

Everleigh

Our Girls

~ kind ~ tenderhearted ~ always looking out for others and standing up to things she
knows are wrong ~ easygoing ~ affectionate ~
Everleigh loves space. She can tell you all sorts of facts about each planet and our solar
system. She also plays the guitar and writes beautiful songs.

Charlie
~energetic ~ never met a stranger ~ very affectionate ~ loves to help no matter what we
are doing ~
Charlie sings and dances all day long and loves to invent and craft things she finds in
nature. She plays the ukulele. She makes friends very easily.

Hayden

~ hilarious ~ she has a witty sense of humor and makes us laugh all day ~ quiet around
people she doesn’t know ~ does not care for TV or any other devices ~
Hayden makes and designs things all day and also writes and illustrates books. She loves
to draw and craft.

OurHome
Our home has four bedrooms, three baths, and is situated on one and a half acres
of land with a creek running on the side. It’s an old home we have been renovating.
We’ve mostly finished the inside but still would like to complete the outside at some
point. Our favorite part of the house, by far, is the yard! We love having space for
kids and our dog to safely run around, explore, and get messy in the creek! We enjoy
the cozy, warm feeling that an older home offers.
We live near a state park, so we see a lot of wildlife. There is a huge playground a
few miles from our house and lots of nature centers and hiking trails that we use
frequently. We love that our community is diverse and welcoming to many different
cultures.

In Our Home We:
Always say, “choose to show kindness”
Have a Friday night tradition of pizza and a movie
Love camping, but not the bugs
Joke that our dog is “the worst” even though we love him to pieces

Our

Families

My mom passed away 13 years ago. We were very close—best friends. When my dad
remarried, I realized I could honor both my mom and my step-mom—there was room to
love them both. My dad and step-mom live three hours away. I have a sister who is married
and has two children, two stepbrothers, and an adopted nephew.
Cody’s parents live about five hours away from us. He has a sister who is married and
has three children. Cody’s extended family is a large, close family with one child who was
adopted from China.

Experiencing adoption on both sides of our families gives us comfort knowing our child
will be loved and accepted.

We Love Holidays
• Halloween ~ we love dressing up! We always go to a pumpkin patch and
Boo at the Zoo.
• Thanksgiving ~ we usually spend with Cody’s family- sometimes camping
together.
• Christmas ~ we travel to see family before Christmas Day. We spend the
week of Christmas together as a family at home. We cook, put puzzles
together, and watch Christmas movies all week. It’s the only time of the
year that we are all together at home with nowhere to go, and we soak it up!

A Few Extra Tidbits
Lauren

by Cody

favorite movie is While You Were Sleeping
happy place is with a blanket, a fire, and a book
hates heights, scary movies, and tight spaces
loves pepperoni pizza and chocolate chip cookies
loves the lake and the beach, but is just fine if she never touches the water

Cody

by Lauren
has a very dry sense of humor

favorite movie is Back to the Future
Disney World is his happy place
loves apple crisp or banana pudding
says, “I can’t wait to see you tomorrow” to our kids every night before bed

Words To
Live Up To
“This family has so much love that it overflows
and pours into the lives of every single person
around them.” - Emily

“Cody and Lauren are some of the most loving
and selfless people I’ve ever met. They’re
fun, generous, and always so considerate of
everyone! They’re the kind of parents who
encourage us all to be better.” - Laura

“Cody and Lauren are wonderful people, parents,
friends, and have an enviable marriage. They
will make a very happy home for any child.”
- Josh

Goals + Plans
Our future goals are to teach our children to always be kind, no matter the circumstance.
We want them to love and know Jesus. We don’t know everything and don’t pretend we
do, but at the end of the day, we hope they are good people who create good in this world.
We love and appreciate who they were created to be and want to help them recognize
their natural, God-given talents and passions.
Each year we will evaluate our educational choices and seek each child’s input. For now,
we have so much fun learning, and the kids are excited about school time. If our children
choose to go to college, we will support them both emotionally and financially. We will
also be encouraging if they choose a career path that doesn’t require a college degree.

Before You Go
We promise to love your child fiercely and always have their back. We promise to listen and do
our best to understand their feelings and needs. We promise your child will always know they
are loved by you. We promise to teach them about Jesus and His unconditional love for them.
We promise to be present through both good and bad times.

“Kindness begins with the understanding that
we all struggle”
- Charles Glassman

