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Hello!

WE'RE TAD AND KRISTEN



How do we write a love letter to
someone we have never met, yet who has

already stolen our hearts? 
Words cannot even express the love and admiration we already have for you and
your child as you consider this incredibly courageous decision. We cannot begin
to imagine what you must be feeling, thinking, and experiencing during this
time. We know what could be the happiest day of our lives might very well be
the hardest day of yours. As you face this decision, please know that we are
praying for you and your child daily and you are already loved by two strangers
who would be blessed to meet you and your little one. If you choose, we would
be honored to be a part of this journey with you. 

Just a little about us. We met in the summer of 2019 and got married in
September of 2020. We were nervous about a wedding in the midst of COVID,
but we had a successful, Covid-safe wedding and were able to celebrate with
our closest family and friends. We truly believe God brought us together in such
a unique and special way. We often say there were too many things that had to
“fall into place” for it to be anything other than God! Many do not believe in love
at first sight, but for us it was. Tad is a middle school principal, he’s outgoing,
loves to cook, watch football, go fishing, and has one of the biggest hearts ever.
Kristen is a writer, played college basketball, enjoys reading, fishing, going for
walks and is pretty reserved. While our personalities are quite different, we
compliment each other perfectly!

It is our hope that this book gives you a glimpse at how much we love each other
and how thankful we are for the incredible support system around us. We hope
that through our story, you are able to imagine us as the parents you have hoped
for your child.



from Tad... 
Prior to meeting Kristen I did not anticipate any more
children in my life (I already had two biological children).
However, when I met her and I knew how important it was to
her, that all changed. I know her deep desire to be a mom and
my love for her helped me to find that same joy. We now talk
regularly about our family being incomplete and look forward
to the day when we can complete our family. We are excited
to watch all of the milestones and amazing experiences they
will have as they grow. We look forward to supporting and
encouraging them. We look forward to celebrating their
accomplishments and picking them up in their times of
despair. It will be an honor to be able to play a primary role in
shaping their life.

Shortly after being married, we wanted to begin the process
of growing our family. After 6 months of trying to conceive
naturally, we began to pursue fertility treatment. After several
failed treatments, we began to pray about what was next for
us. The Lord continued to press on our hearts the idea of
adoption. We had many fears going into the process, but
decided to step out on faith, and trust that God would answer
our prayers of growing our family. Shortly after making the
decision to adopt, we made an intentional decision to stop all
fertility treatments and fully invest our hearts and minds into
the pursuit of adoption.

Adoption
OUR HEARTS FOR





How we met - from Tad
The first time I met Kristen I knew she was
someone I wanted to get to know more. From
there, our relationship grew quickly. Being that
we are a little older, we weren’t in the mindset of
dating just to date, but rather to find “our
person”. Kristen is a bit reserved, but has some
spunk to her. She has a way of keeping me on my
toes. First and foremost, her faith was important
to me, but it didn’t hurt that she also happened to
be beautiful! I was also excited to find out that we
shared a common interest in playing basketball.
We are both pretty competitive and it adds to the
fun we have. Sadly, I have yet to beat her in a
game of basketball, but I can feel it coming soon!
As she said earlier, what is most amazing to me is
how well we complement one another.

story
OUR

Our Engagement
I knew I wanted proposing to Kristen to be a
special moment. Knowing Kristen is to know how
much her friends mean to her so I arranged to
have three of her best friends flown in to surprise
her. One of her friends invited her over for coffee
and her friends from out of town were there to
surprise her. It was at that moment she realized
exactly what was about to happen next. The time
had come and I asked the big question: “Kristen,
will you marry me?” Her response wasn’t “Yes,”
but “1000 times yes!” After many conversations
about wanting to spend the rest of our lives
together, I felt pretty confident about her saying,
“Yes.” Little did I know, I would get 999 more.  It
was a very fun and special day!



Our wedding
Our wedding day was absolutely perfect, despite
the fact that it was at the height of the pandemic!
Our wedding day was September 19th, 2020 at
the Chandelier in NC. Our sand ceremony was a
special moment as we officially “blended” our
families together (Tad and his two kids which
represented three different colors of sand) with
Kristen, and white sand at the bottom to
represent Christ. All of our closest friends and
family were there (over 100 people!) and it was a
day we will never forget.





Tad is an amazing human being and an amazing
husband. He loves God and he loves me
unconditionally; he never ceases to show me. He
cares so deeply for me and everyone he meets
and has one of the biggest hearts of anyone I
know. He has an endearing sense of humor and
always keeps me laughing. He is strong and smart
and I love that he is a strong leader in our home
and in his career. He is also romantic. I remember
one time when we were dating, he crashed on my
couch one night and I had to go to work the next
day. When I returned home from work, I found a
scavenger hunt of love notes all over my
apartment next to items that were special to our
relationship. He is also athletic and thinks he can
beat me at basketball (he’s come close a couple of
times, haha). 

Tad always makes me feel safe, secure,
and loved deeply and I’m so

grateful for him.

Tad is great with kids and kids love him! His
signature move is “The Claw” where he tickles
them uncontrollably and they hysterically beg for
more. He’s the kind of dad that will sit at the table
and color, draw, play games, have a tea party, or
go out to the backyard and throw the ball around.
He is super playful and fun and kids love being
around him! I think he will be both loving and
firm to his adopted child and he will be able to
bond quickly because he cares so deeply.

Tad
MY HUSBAND

FROM KRISTEN



First and most importantly I love that Kristen
loves God and has a deep faith. Kristen is pretty
reserved as she previously shared, but her heart
and concern for others is fully evident. She
continually looks for ways to serve others and to
be a Godly example. I appreciate her calm spirit
and that she always encourages me and others. I
love her competitive spirit and it provides great
camaraderie in lots of things we do. We’re
married, but we like to have fun and push one
another as well. 

Kristen is an amazing woman who
I’m lucky to call mine!

I love watching Kristen interact with children. If
you could see it, you’d see how her face just lights
up and her smile is from ear to ear when she’s
with kids. Kristen takes advantage of every
moment she has to build and foster her
relationship with my kids as their stepmom. She
does this in little ways by trying to connect with
them through their interests. I have enjoyed
watching them interact in those little moments
and know with time their relationships will
continue to grow. I am confident they will look
back and see the love she has for them. I know
that through adoption she is looking forward to
providing for a child in all of the ways mothers
do. I know that when she holds a child she will
never imagine she couldn’t have been the mother
to anyone else. 

Kristen
MY WIFE

FROM TAD





I work as a writer in our company’s marketing
department. I have a typical work schedule, but I
have a lot of flexibility because it is a small
company. I’ve always had a strong desire to be a
stay-at-home mom and plan to take time off of
work after the baby arrives and eventually work
from home so that I can be home during the
baby’s most critical stages of development.

Some of my favorite things to do are go out for
coffee with friends, spend time with my family, go
for walks, enjoy nature and God’s creation, watch
sunsets and sunrises, read my Bible, read books
to help improve myself, watch movies and relax,
go fishing, play games with the kids, travel, and
weekend getaways.

Kristen
MORE ABOUT

I pray that my child will use all the gifts and talents
God gives them to make a difference in the world.

 



I have been a middle school principal for the past
10 years (and before that worked as a teacher).
My school staff is a close-knit group of people. I
am fortunate to be in a position that provides the
flexibility to step away for the amount of time
needed as we pursue adoption and to always put
my family first.

My job requires a lot of time and attention during
the day so I really like to take advantage of my
time away from work to rest and recharge. Things
I do to recharge include fishing, playing and
watching sports, and spending time with family.
While I enjoy going out to do things, I also really
enjoy staying in and playing games or watching
our favorite shows. 

Tad
MORE ABOUT

My greatest prayer for my children is that they would show
kindness, empathy, and love to all people.



Benjamin is fifteen years old and tends to be a bit
more reserved, especially around others, but
there is no shortage of personality. He is funny
and loves to make people laugh. More than
anything, he is kind-hearted and enjoys helping
others. He is sensitive and quiet. Benjamin is a
well-rounded individual and we enjoy watching
him participate in the things he is passionate
about. He has been a part of the school theater
productions for the past three years, and his
abilities in this area have really grown. He also
enjoys playing soccer. For the first time ever, he
is also playing basketball. He really enjoys this and
we love seeing his excitement when he tells us
about a good game he played. When we think of
Benjamin, the words that come to mind are
thoughtful, kind-hearted, and funny.

Ben
TAD'S SON

We are blessed with Benjamin and Alexandria, Tad’s two kids from his previous marriage.
While they are with their mother primarily, we absolutely love our time with them and always
make the most of it. When we’re together there is a lot of fun and laughter! Just recently,
Benjamin told us how much he loves coming to our house because it’s just different and feels
like an escape from his daily routine and the stress of school and navigating a unique time in
his life. Both kids are excited about adding an adopted sibling to the family. Both are very
good with kids and are looking forward to helping out and playing with the baby. 



Alexandria is twelve and is quite the opposite of
Benjamin in some ways. She is not reserved and
enjoys being loud, funny, and silly. She has many
friends and her social interaction is important to
her. However, much like Benjamin, she is also
sensitive and wants others to be proud of her.
She also has a heart for others; she is always
looking for ways to help other people and enjoys
being able to do so. When we think of Alexandria,
the words that come to mind are fierce,
passionate, and kind-hearted.

Alexandria
TAD'S DAUGHTER





As a couple, we love to go fishing together, go
shopping, have campfires in the backyard, serve
at our church (currently we are co-coaching
youth basketball), cook out on the grill, go out for
dinner and ice cream, and binge-watch episodes
of Survivor.

Due to our limited time with Benjamin and
Alexandria, we try to make the most of our time
with them. One of our favorite memories is our
first Thanksgiving together (shortly after we got 

Together
OUR TIME

married). We were fortunate enough to go to a
friend’s lakehouse, and it was an amazing time
where we all got to be together. We fished, had
s'mores by the fire, and played lots of games.
Those are some of the same things we do when
they are with us at home. When they are here on
the weekends, we always start the day with a nice
hearty breakfast. Tad loves to cook and we always
enjoy being able to sit around the table together
to start the day.



Village
OUR 

Our Friends: 
We also have a close knit group of friends whom we consider our second family. Kristen’s friend Terri
and her entire family have been a big part of her life since she moved to North Carolina. Terri is like a big
sister to her and she nannied all four of her kids. Our friends Lexi and Levi have two small children whom
we adore and we often get together for dinner and other activities. Kristen’s friend, Flora, lives in Florida
with her 4 young children and they often come up to visit and stay with us. Tad’s childhood best friend,
Chris C, is someone he continues to stay in touch with despite the distance between them. His closest
friends in NC are Bill and Chris M. Tad has known Bill for 15 years and Bill also has an adopted child. They
share a love for their favorite football team, the Buffalo Bills, and often get together to watch the game.
Chris M is one of Tad’s work colleagues. He shares a strong faith and Tad appreciates that Chris is
someone he can count on for advice and encouragement. We are also very well connected in our church
through bible studies, ministries, and sports.



Kristen's Family: 
I have a twin brother, Craig (I am one minute older!) who lives in Wisconsin. He’s a very talented musician
- he sings, plays piano, and harmonica… simultaneously. My mom, Pam, works as an insurance agent in
Wisconsin and is a fun-loving, outgoing person with a big heart. My dad, Ed, is retired and lives in
Minnesota in a cozy cabin on the lake. They are VERY excited to welcome an adopted child into our
family, and they can’t wait to become a grandma, grandpa, and uncle for the first time.

Tads Family: 
Overall, my extended family is quite small and we are not very close. I moved from New York to North
Carolina right out of college and distance has limited our relationship and interaction. My father, Steve,
and mother, Tina, divorced when I was 21. My mom and I have become closer over the years and she
enjoys coming down to North Carolina to visit once or twice a year. My sister, Holly, works as a nurse and
has two sons, Jaiden (22) and Tye (13). I share a close relationship with my grandmother, Theresa, and my
Uncle Shawn and Aunt Nikki who are very supportive and encouraging. 



We just bought a brand new home that we love. It
has 5 bedrooms and 3 baths and there’s already a
nice big nursery reserved for a new baby. We
have a screened in porch in the backyard with a
TV and a fireplace to watch football and movies
outside. We have a fire pit and grill area and
plenty of space to play outdoor games and throw
the ball around. 

As a family we enjoy campfires and s’mores in the
backyard, cornhole, board and card games like
Monopoly, Clue, and Phase 10, baking cookies and
desserts during Christmas time, fishing in the
community pond, and watching TV and movies
together on the big screen TV. 

We live in a small, safe, family-oriented
subdivision with new homes and a pond! It is
close to schools, shopping, trails, lakes, and other
fun activities. Our subdivision has many families
who have young children and we look forward to
being able to connect with them. We’re just down
the road from the new splash pad, park, and
baseball fields. 

We feel fortunate to live in such a wonderful
place. North Carolina has so many things to offer.
One of the most exciting things is that we’re only
a few hours away from the beach or the
mountains. It makes for wonderful trips all
throughout the year. 

Community
OUR HOME AND





Adventure
We have dreams of someday buying a lake home and a

boat. We love the lake-life, like fishing, being on the water,
watching the sunset and sunrise, and the slower-paced,
relaxed lifestyle. We also love to travel and experience

new areas and cultures and can’t wait to someday share
this with another child.

 
Faith

Our Christian faith is the cornerstone of our lives and we
plan to raise our child in a strong, Christ-centered home.
We want to teach our child the importance of right and

wrong, but also the amazing gift of God’s grace and
forgiveness because none of us are perfect. We want to
teach our child how to treat others with kindness and

respect, while also teaching them how to be strong and
courageous. Life is tough, so we believe having a strong
foundation of faith is what will help them overcome the

many challenges that life throws at them. We enjoy going
to church together, praying together, and doing

devotionals as a family. 
 

Education
We believe both public and private schools offer

tremendous value, and we look forward to utilizing both
paths for our child's education. We want to provide the

necessary support and guidance to help our children make
the right choices and surround themselves with the right

people.
 

Dreams
We plan to support our children in whatever decisions

they want to make about their future. If they want to go
college and pursue a career path that they are passionate
about, we will be there to help fill out applications, attend
college visits, and help to support them financially. If their
dream is to become an entrepreneur and start their own
business, we will be their first customer! If their dream is
to play in the NBA, we will be in the stands cheering them

on. We believe our role is to help them make wise
decisions about their future, while helping to instill the
right attitude, behaviors, work ethic, and character to

become successful in life. Whatever our kids decide, we
will love and support them unconditionally!

 

Values

OUR FAMILY







our promise 

If you choose us, we promise to provide a home filled
with love and laughter and you will always hold a very
special place in our hearts and our family. We promise
that your child will be loved and cherished, nurtured,
and guided throughout their life. We promise to place a
priority on their education and encourage them to
always do their very best. We promise to support him or
her in whatever they are passionate about in life. We
promise to teach values such as generosity, kindness,
love, and respect for others. We promise to give hugs
and kisses every day and surround them with love. We
promise to provide him or her with a life filled with
encouragement and support and that they will always
feel wanted and safe. More than anything, we want you
to know that we will love your child unconditionally and
will provide an upbringing in which God is at the center.

TO YOU



thank you



Thank you so much for taking the time to get to
know our family through this book. We hope it
gives you a glimpse at how much we love each
other, how much fun we have, and how much
love and support your child will receive if you
choose us! We can’t imagine the weight of the
decision you are about to make but we pray that
whatever path you choose, that you will have
peace and clarity in making it. We promise that
your child will always know who you are, 

where they came from, and what a loving and
selfless decision you made for them. We also
want you to know that we respect whatever level
of openness and communication that you would
like to have with us post-placement, and if you so
choose, we look forward to the opportunity to
meet you, support you, and pray for you
throughout your pregnancy. It would be a dream
come true for us to welcome your child into our
family. 

Tad & Kristen

 




