


So Nice to Meet You

Thank you for Jroking the time to learn about us. We want you fo know how honored

we feel to be considered as odopﬁve parents for your child. Be|ieving this must be a
cho”enging time and decision for you to make, we want you to know we respect the
courageous step you are considering for you and your child. We hope to be given the

opportunity to welcome your child into our |oving fomi|y and will do everyﬂ'ﬂng to he|p

them fulfill their hopes and dreams. We wish you peace and s’rrengﬂ'w.



We enjoy being active in activities like golfing, group fitness
classes, and hiking, but we are always willing o try new
Jrhings. This year we joined a local bow|irig |eogue with our
friends which has improved our skills. As our skills improved
the boys on the team created a new 'strike’ tradition of
putting a sleeve on our arms with fake flames which created
a lot of |ougri+er as we p|oyed other teams. The gir|s were
more into the team ouffits than bow|ing strikes, so we even
made moiching team shirts with everyone's nicknames, |ud<y

numbers, and a bunch of hot pink ﬂomingos just for fun!

We love experiencing music at concerts, festivals, or just
|is+ening on a home speoker around a fire. Our croziest
concert memory was Jrrdve|ing to see Marcus King Band in @
venue that was a literal cave. We had the impression when
we arrived at the venue that it would be an outdoor concert,
but we were then escorted down a |orig poiri to the cave's
main entrance. As we walked into the dark, cold, entryway
down a dirt poih we begdri fo see s+o|ogmi’res iiorigirig from
the cei|irig as we opprooched a |orge flat space that had

|orge multicolored chandeliers riomging over it and a big stage

at the other end. To date it is the best venue we have

experienced.

We like to tackle DIY Projects. Since we became official
homeowners Jrogeriier, we have taken the opportunity tfo
comp|e+e home improvement projects. Gillian usuo||y inspires
the project design and Matt brings it to life. Matt has built a
diriirig room table for our home that has moved with us over
the years. To capture special memories, he even carved our
initials into the wood, and we have written each city the table
has been to on the underside of one of the table slats. Most

receriHy we renovated the room in our home that we wish to

be the nursery. This has been a Jrruly creative project for us,

co||oboro+irig on gerider neutral colors and desigri aspects. We

just finished creating an accent wall in the room, using wood
pone|ing to create some fexture and we poinJred [ia deep
green. Your child will olwoys be suppor’red in all their creative
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Meet Gilhang, na

Gillian is known for making others feel valued. We were |ong—
distance dating in first few years and our weekends became very
important to us. One of the crazier weekends was a surprise
bir’rhdoy concert Gillian p|onned for me. | came to visit like it was
any normal weekend, but Gillian |o|onrieo| for my brother and close
friends to meet us at a concert venue to tailgate and attend the
show all Jrogeﬂ'ier. Once we got to the Jrc1i|g<3|’re porking spof, she had
two |oig posters that read, ‘Hoppy Bir’rhdoy Matt" Yours Tru|y, Toby
Keith’, which revealed who would be pericorming at the show. | was
in comp|e+e shock that she was able to pu|| off such a big surprise
and | smiled so big at the parking lot reveal, before attempting to

sing my favorite Toby Keith song. [+ was one of the best moments
eor|y on in our re|o’rionship because Gillian made me feel so loved
an specio|.

Gillian is a goof ball. There are o|woys |o|erier of si||y dance parties
or i(urmy jokes being made when she is around. Our close friends
have a 4—yeor—o|d, and every time we get to see each other, Gillian
and Olivia bee-line it to her toy room. Gillian is ci|woys quick to
jump info p|oy with Olivia, whether that is singing o|ong to the
Frozen movie soundtrack or the classic clean up song as Hiey
bounce around the playroom. One of the funnier moments was a
bubble dance party the gir|s had out in the drivewoy, just jJumping
and spinning around in a bunch of bubbles like no one else was
Wo’rching. Your child will have a mother who encourages humor
and an obundance of |0ugh+er when expressing themselves.

Gillian is passionate about creativity and c|esign. Between deciding
paint colors, rearranging furniture, and putting up pho’ros from our

favorite adventures, Gillian is o|woys at the helm of the inspiration.
Recenﬂy, we pain’red the exterior of our house; an important ciesign
project since it would be a very permanent change, but it also
moking our own persono| touch on the home. Gillian took the time to
exp|ore the options, she boughi somp|e paint colors and poin’red
sections of the front and back of the home, and even creating an
online 3-D image of our home on the paint website so we could
review color options from another perspective. Gillian olways

considers the fine details to create a cohesive design that is reflective
of our who we are. We love how it turned it, especio”y when we get
comp|imen+s from our neighbors.



Meet Matt g,

Matt is an increclib|y generous person, especio”y with fomi|y and friends.
He is hoppy to assist with tasks that range from creating balloon arches for
a little girls Frozen themed birthday party to managing the demolition of
his mom’s kitchen for a renovation. There is Jrru|y no request that he
would turn down as being reliable is a value he holds close to his heart.
Matt maintains his generous spirit and each ho|io|c1y season instead of
gif’ring to one another, we pick a mi|i’rory fomi|y to sponsor. Matt G|Woys
|o|cms the shopping c|o1y where we spend time at stores picking out a
specio| ghCJr for each child and parent. Then we write a handwritten card
to express our groﬁ’rude for their service and Wishing them o peocefu|
holiday season. This year we had the opportunity to support a family from
California who just had their first boby. On top of a specic1| item to treaf
each parent and cute boby gear for their newborn, we added a 'First

Fomi|y Christmas’ phoJro ornament to the box so Jrhey could capture the

memory for their tree.

Matt is a gri" master. On the weekends you will most |il<e|y see him
trying out a new recipe for smoking or gri||ing some type of meat. His
Green Egg is a true test of patience and creativity for him each time he
uses it. One of the funnier attempts af gri|| mastering has been our
homemade pizza nigh’rs We bough’r all the ingredierﬁs to do wood
fired pizza, rolled out the dough and slathered it in sauce and placed on
the pizza stone in the grill to let it bake. Matt went to open the grill top
and we quicHy discover we did not have a tool to slide the finished
pizza onto. We spent the next few minutes with mu|’ri|o|e spo+u|os trying

to get it off and ended up spi||ing the pizza all over the gri||1

Matt is an avid go|Fer. He p|oys most weekends with friends and
fomi|y, enjoys p|oying in local c|’10ri+y tournaments and is part of his
compony's annual goh( event council to support various c|’10ri’ry
organizations. Matt, and his father-in-law were on a go|1C outing once
and had the opportunity on one hole to both manage a hole-in-one,

every go|1(er's dream. They got so hyped up for one another that
neither of them could manage the s’reody hand to make it hoppen.

That is one of Matt's favorite parts about go|1c; it is o continuous pursuit.
Your child will have a father who will be a hands-on participant in
their chosen activities.




«w Journey to Adoption

We met online. After messaging each other on the p|oi‘Form,
Matt even’ruo”y asked Gillian for her phone number, and we
begon texting. Gillian was nervous once Matt p|onned the
first date because there were two peop|e in Matt's profi|e
pho’ro, and she was not sure which guy was going to show
up at her front door. Luckily when Matt showed up it was
who Gillian was hoping for. Our first date was planned out
by Matt. We went to a local BBQ p|oce for lunch and the
conversation was so comfortable and natural. Matt |o|omned
an additional excursion after lunch to see a local baseball
game. Initially we sat in our designated seats but since it was
a quiet Sunday afternoon game there were more open seats
than usual. Matt being a sponfaneous rule-breaker decided to
pursue seats behind home p|o’re and convinced Gillian to join

him despHe her worry about being cough’r. She was hesitant
iniﬁq”y, but when he took her hand for the first time, she

knew it was not a moment to miss.

Not all our dates were perfed'. One of our fondest
memories is the beach weekend date. We went to a local

beach with friends to speno| the doy honging out with the
intent to drive home that evening. Much to Gillian’s surprise
Matt had been conspiring with his friend and brother
throughout the day to decide to camp on the beach that
nig|’1’r. W hile camping was allowed on the beach, we had
not made a reservation for a spot. The impromptu camping
ended with our tent floor getting covered in sand, being too
hot to s|ee|o and getting up eor|y the next morning to drive
home sunburnt and i’rchy. To this doy we will avoid beach
camping, but the memories still make us |oug|’1. We learned
how to communicate in uncomfortable circumstances with

' each other and to make the best of odd situations that we

may not always have control over.

We have o|woys looked forward to becoming parents and
exponding our Fomi|y. Once we discovered our irncerJri|ier,
our natural next step was to exp|ore cdopi‘ion. We

bonded even closer through our research and planning.
We read more about the odop’rion journey and
discovered that this would be a lifetime pursuit of he|ping
a child understand the beauty of their story in how they
became o part of our family, but also still very much a
part of you, and where they came from. We are hopeful
to share this journey with you and your child.




Dogs are our favorite animal hands down. We both grew up |
with childhood clogs in our families and knew that as adults we
would have o|ogs of our own as well. Matt rescued Broo|y at 8 |
weeks old, when he was still small enough to fit on his
shoulders! Brody is an aoffectionate and gentle dog who makes |
friends with everyone he meets. Our family members often joke
that he is the favorite of all the Fomi|y pefts due to his easy-
going demeanor. Gillian quick|y discovered that Brody is a
|oving and |oyo1| companion once Jrhey were introduced. He is
now her co-worker in the home office providing occasional
security detail between multiple naps a day. Each morning she
cooks breakfast for she and Brody to enjoy as a specio| way fo

start each o|oy.

One of his cutest features are his expressive ears as one is
o|woys s’ronding erroigh’r up and the other is bent down. If
he cocks his head in one direcﬁon, he looks like he is
questioning what is happening. Both ears on|y stand up if
his head is out the window of a car or he is riding on the
boat. Matt used this adorable feature to his odvon’roge as
a part of his engagement |o|om for Gillian. He created a
handwritten sign that read "Will you marry my dad? and
put it around Brody's neck as he posed for a picture so
== that he could be a part of the specio| doy. He sat prouo||y
: | for the phoJro and with a genHe head nod it looked like he

Brody's gen’r|e demeanor has made him a quic|< favorite
with children in our lives. He is not an over|y curious o|og
and will |oy on the floor with infants with enough distance
that he can smell them but not disturb them. Our friend’s
dough’rer is Brody's bigges’r fan and on a recent visit she
brough’r her veterinary p|oy set to ‘checkup' on Brody. He )
laid gently on floor while she moved her plastic tools dll o
over his fur and kep’r picking up his |imp ear saying, ‘we [
will fix this’ By the end of the checkup, he had fallen
asleep, and she laid down next to him and did the very

same Jrhing.




IFavorite Th@ﬁlgs lo Do

We +ru|y love to entertain in our home whether it is to serve
a meal, celebrate @ specio| milestone or have o darfs
tournament in the basement. One of our favorite hos’ring
memories was a birthday party for Matt. It was a milestone
bir’rhdoy and we decided to give it a theme like his old
childhood parties. Gillian go’rhered a bunch of construction
themed decorations and toys and |o|ocec| them Jrhroughoqu the
basement. We even had posters of some of his best childhood
pho’ros made for the guests to take pictures with or sign @
Funny message on fo celebrate him. Some of the guests ended

up Jroking pictures with Matt ho|o|ing his poster for comparison
or reenacting the pose in the pho’ro‘ Your child will o|woys be
surrounded by |oving and supporﬁve Fomi|y and friends.

We enjoy our local farmers market in the warmer months to
_' pick up fresh produce for weekend meals. The market is in the
8 heart of downtown, fomi|y frieno”y and Brody even gets to
% come on this adventure from time to time to socialize with

8 other dogs or pick up special dog treats. One of our favorite
¥ sfops is our local coffee shop booth, where we can do some
tastings or order a specioHy drink that we would not make ot
home. On a recent visit to the market, we met up with friends
at the snow cone booth. We [ﬂe||oed their kids p|oce their
I colorful order requests and walked the market ofterwards
|ou||ing the wagon so their parents could shop on their own.

We met back up with their parents a bit later and opo|ogized
for the kids’ messy t-shirts, stained with snow cone drippings.

Cooking together gives us time to connect and be creative.
One of our favorite lunches to prep is Ifalian Beef. This is a
comfort food from Matt's childhood that is eosi|y prepped
info a crock pot and cooks while we make other items.
Matt and his brothers would p|oy hockey in the snow, to
then come in the house to warm up with mom's juicy,
slightly messy, beef sandwiches. Recently we did a food

prep session Where we Oﬂ|y COOL( WI‘H’1 WhO'I' we |’10\/€ on

hand in our freezer or pon’rry. This created some wild
recipes for meo|s, like shredded buffalo chicken with quick
mix mashed potatoes and canned peds or sausage links
tacos with parmesan cheese from the fridge. It was dll
edible but may not be a food cho”enge we take on again.




Every summer we speno| mu|+ip|e weekends at the lake house
with a great mix of friends and fomi|y. [Tais |o|0|ce we go to
unp|ug, cho”enge each other to ping pong fournaments and fake
|ong walks on trails or trips on the boat. Matt has even made the
lake @ specic1| p|c1ce for us since it was our first kiss” destination on
the dock under the stars. One of our favorite memories at the lake
house was the summer of the cannon ball competition. The lake
house has a two-story dock, which allows for a fall p|oi‘Form to
jump from. Matt and his brothers began jumping to create the
biggest splash and before we knew it, neighbors from surrounding
docks started swimming over fo join in. While some jumps ended
up as ‘be“y ﬂops‘ and others as big sp|oshes, it was an afternoon
that ended with tons of |ough+er. Your child will create |os+ing
memories at the lake house.

Our favorite destination each year is our annual beach trip
where our Fomi|y shares a WeeHong adventure filled with
go|1(, poo| time, and seashell collection walks on the beach.
One of our favorite beach trip traditions s getfting out to
the beach or fishing dock for sunset. You can |i+ero||y wartch
the sun sink into the ocean on the horizon, it is mogico|. Last
year we invented a new poo| game called ups’ which was
just a bunch of peop|e in the main poo| keeping a giant
inflatable beach ball off the top of the water for hours.

Every time the ball was touched, we keer count to see if

= we could beat the most recent score each time. Qur arms
evenJruo“y get so tired!

Each year in Copﬁvo we like to p|on a date o|oy‘ This gives us the
opportunity to speno| some quo|i+y time Jroge’rl’ler while on the
Fomi|y vacation. We +ypico||y go exp|orir1g on the island and pick
one restaurant to have a meal and one adventure to share
Jrogeﬂﬁer. One of our favorite memories was our adventure our
first year Jroge’rher. We rented a jet ski to go out on the ocean
and see wildlife up close and to a private beach to collect
seashells. While out on the jet ski, a pod of dolphins suddenly
started racing alongside our jet ski, jumping in and out of our
wake. Now each year we look for do|phins while we are on the
shoreline and remember that o|oy.



o Family

If you select us, your child will grow up with 4 Grondporerﬁrs, 5 Aunts and Uncles, and 4

Bridal Luncheon

This Will Be (An Everlasting Love) °

Love On Top
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m You Are the Best Thing

Marry Me

The men on Gillian's side of the family have an odd obsession with
hats and have since created their "Green Hat Club” At all special
fomi|y events the men wear that hat for the whole time Jrogeﬂﬁer; it
is even their group chat namel It is a common habit now on Fomi|y
trips fo look for additional hats to add to their club’ collection, but it
has been a cool way for them to bond. Most recenHy, Gillian and
her sister-in-law created their own hat club on the family ski trip
and her dad joined in too. Gillian and her sister-in-law bough’r the
hats in 3 different colors, but all had the same |ogo since we wanted
our ‘club’ collection to have a little variety. We even bough’r Gillian's
dad a hat so he could be an honorary ‘club” member. All 3 of us
showed up fo breakfast on the last day of the trip wearing our hats.
It made for a great picture opportunity.

cousins.

Fomi|y occasions are known for being filled with adventure. One
of our wilder adventures was moking a spur—of—’rhe—momerﬁ aofter-
dinner decision to show up at a karaoke bar in ug|y Christmas
sweaters to belt out some of our favorite musical hits. We quick|y
discovered that most of us should not pursue musical careers of
any kind since there was a lack of opp|ouse ofter a few
per]ﬁormonces. However, we did have a small victory that nigH
when Matt's dad won the Karaoke bar's contest for Worst
Christmas Sweater. It was a hilarious turn of events from our
origmol |o|cm. Your child will be suppor’red no matter where their
adventures take them.

Music was an immediate boncling method for our combined
families. One of our favorite memories was a music p|orming
weekend we hosted to go’rher everyone's input on song choices for
our Wedding‘ E\/eryone was invited to come and stay at our house,
and we all ended up sitting around our bcckyord fire ofter dinner
one night and passed Matt's phone around so each person could
add a song fo one |o|oy|is’r. Some song choices were more emotional,
and some were just throwbacks that had us all |nghing. It was a
great way to generate s+ory+e||ing amongst the group as peop|e
chose songs that marked specio| memories for us. This has since
become a favorite ‘gome' we p|oy when we are dll Jroge’rher.




oy ['raditions

Gillian's Forni|y is known for hos’ring a ‘Wing Ding' at
Thanl(sgiving. Inviting friends and their families to their
home is a |ong-s’rono|ing tradition the nign’r before
Tnonksgiving. The men of the {orni|y fry up o bunch of

chicken wings, all while trading off wearing the ultimate [
chef hat which is snoped like o chicken wing. Gillian's
parents have o|woys enjoyed nosﬁng events such as this to |1
celebrate their friendsnips. One year at the l\)\/ing Ding' we
had finished all the chicken wings and decided that we | &
should try to fry up a dessert for everyone to try. Gillian f

and her brother quicHy ran to the pantry and pu||ed out a f_n
pock of Oreo’s to bring out to the Fryer. It wasn't exocﬂy
the most festive Thanksgiving related dessert, but most
everyone took home a deep—lcried Oreo as an unexpec’red

party gift!

Matt's Forni|y celebrates an old Polish tradition call Op|a+|<i. It is a
Christmas Polish tradition of ‘brecking bread’ Jroking a loaf of any
kind of bread and tearing off a big piece then speqking with each
family member one to one sharing what you are grateful for about
them and wish for them in the new year. Matt's Grondporen’rs

started the tradition and have possed it down to continue to foster a
close Forni|y bond. Matt, being the oldest of his three brothers, has
begun to lead this tradition at our {omi|y goJrnerings, meaning he is
responsib|e for bringing the bread and initiating the tradition. Last
year instead of bread he researched and ordered the actual Polish
wafers that his grondporenJrs used when Jrney were younger. It
brougn’r back specio| memories and big smiles for the whole fomi|y,

but also created a bit of a crumb trail on the living room floor due to
the consistency of the |ign’r wafers. We look forward to |eorning how
to incorporate your favorite traditions for your child to experience.

At the beginning of December, we o|woys set aside time
to decorate our Christmas tree. As Gillian is a Christmas
fanatic, decoro’ring for the no|idoys is one of her favorite
hobbies. Gillian has curated a special ornament collection
for our tree, it is made up of ornaments from each of our
cni|o|nooo|s, nobbies, or specio| life milestones. We have
recently started our own tradition of always picking out a
new ornament a|ong our travels, unique to the location.
Then each year ds we decorate, we recall specio|
memories from that trip. Most recenHy on a skiing trip we
picked up a new ornament in the snope of a moose

painted with the Colorado state flag!



«ov Home & Community

We live in a suburban neighborhood that is right outside of a quaint
downtown in north Georgia. Our house is at the top of a big hill with a
cul-de-sac at the end. Our home has a large fenced-in backyard that is
i perfect for playing sports or allowing dogs to run. Our backyard hos also
been known to host a Fomi|\/ of deer from time to fime and it has been
wonderful to experience nature up close. The grass leads to a covered
patio that is under our deck and allows us to hang out on lounge
furniture and enjoy the outdoors despiJre the weather. Our favorite
memory of the backyard was on move-in day. We let Brody off his leash
when we Fino”y got the key to the house, and he took off in o full sprint
and did a giant circle in the yard. Matt even joined in running c1|ongsio|e
him and we knew instantly he was very happy with all the new grassy
space.

One of our favorite parfs about the neighborhood is that we have
access to two poo|s, one dedicated to swim team and one just for
families to enjoy a nice |ooo| doy. Our home is wq”(ing distance
from the fcmi|y Frienc“y poo|. It has a sp|osh poo| for neighborhood
¥ Lids and nice |ounge areas tfo go+her under umbrellas with friends.
Last year our neighborhood began hosting one adult pool party in

the summer. It was a great way fo meet more neighbors and get a
i "'T; _ i chance to enjoy our poo| in the evening. Qur favorite part of the
:ﬂ adult pool party was the great mix of pool games and snow cone

- “ lﬁl ﬂm] Ir!-:.'%}"'wi

truck. We grabbed two snow cones affer pool time and walked
home enjoying them.

We live in a vibrant town with a busHing downtown that
has a lot to offer families. Downtown is pedes’rricn friend|y
and eosi|y accessible from our home just |oy wo|king.
There are greenway trails that take you on a nature
walk to and from downtown. We have oHemered to do
the full walk on|y once. We were all geored up and got
out of our neighborhood turned on to the main street
where we ended up looking for the actual greenway
path entry for acbout 15 minutes. We thought there
would be a bunch of signs pointing in the righ’r direction,
but we quickly learned that was not the case. Eventually
we ran into o nice couple that had just come from

running on the trail and guided us fo the entrance. Now
we drive to our local o|og pork and walk the trails into
downtown from there.



«, Weekdays

Gillian works as a procurement consultant for a |orge
corporation. The biggest perk of the job is her ability to
work from her home officee. Her work hours are
predic+ob|e and flexible without hoving any commuting
time. This lends p|en+y of time for Gillian to spend the
mornings getting the Fomi|y reody for the o|oy ahead and

the opportunity to make a Fomi|y dinner each nithr around
the dining room table. Her flexible schedule will also allow
Gillion to attend appointments and activities with your

child during the doy.

Matt works as a project manager for a commercial
construction firm. He commutes to a local office each
o|oy and his schedule is predic+a|a|e. His office is very
fcmily Frienc“y which will allow him time for activities
or appointments with your child during the o|c1y. His
office even hosts a fomi|y o|oy at the local baseball
por|< every summer to encourage connections between

coworkers, as well as their children.

On weekdcys we prepare dinner +ogefher and sit at
our dining room table for a phone-Free meal. This has
p o|woys been a great way for us to spend quc1|i’ry time
H together fo just connect, tell each other about our days
or this is the time we take to discuss any major decisions
we may need fo make. Recently, we have added special
dessert trips after some dinners to pick up ice cream or
ccmdy. Broo|y even comes on this adventure and
Jry|oic0||y gefs a pup cup’ with a o|og bone on top. Your
child will grow up with quo|i’ry fomi|y time each o|oy.







Thank You

Thank you for Jrc:tking the time to learn about us. We are exceeding|y honored to be
considered as po’renﬁo| parents fo your child. Our promise to you is that you will be
treated with respect and kindness o|woys in both our words and actions. We are
committed to Working +oge+her with you to create a heo|’rl’1y re|o’rions|’1i|o for the
benefit of not on|y your child, but also for the benefit of all families involved. Please
know that we will keep you in our prayers as you take this journey and wish you
comfort as you make your decision. Our hope is to share your child’s life and specio|
moments Jrhrough pho+os and updcfes if you would like. We are also open to
growing our re|o+ionship with you for visits in the future. Until we meet we will
continue to pray for peace for you and your child.
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Gillian




